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will be available, and I think that’s very impor-
tant.

The third thing I would like to say is that
I really wanted the relationship that this library
would have to the University of Arkansas to
be focused on public service. I want more and
more people to want to go into public service.
And we are going to offer a master’s degree
in public service, but in addition to that, I'm
going to attempt to set up partnerships with
employers all across America to get them to
come and send their young executives to our
place for a couple of months as a kind of an
orientation in preparation for doing a year of
public service in the National, State, or local
governments all across the country.

I got this idea just basically from the Presi-
dential Fellowship program we have here. But
I can tell you that all the people who come
here as White House Fellows make an incred-
ibly unique contribution, as do all the volun-
teers, all the interns, everybody who works here,
and it changes them forever, but they also help
us do what we’re doing here.

And it occurred to me that if we had a critical
mass of people all across the United States who
are out there working in businesses of all kinds
and nonprofits and whatever, but they had spent
at least one year of their lives working in the
public sector at the Federal, State, or local level,
that, number one, the Government would always
work better, would always have a sense of how
whatever is being done affects people who are
not in Government, but secondly, we would not
ever return to a period where the American
people felt as alienated from their Government
as we did for, in my judgment, too many years
in the latter part of the 20th century.

And T really think it could—if we can get
enough people to do this, it could pretty much

permanently change the relationship of the
American people to the way the Government
works and the way that would have the Govern-
ment making better decisions, and also, having
more people in the private sector who had actu-
ally had the experience of being there. So I'm
very, very hopeful about it.

In 1941 President Roosevelt's library was
dedicated. And he said, and I quote, “Building
a library is really an act of faith, a belief in
the capacity of a Nation’s people, so it will learn
from the past that they can gain in judgment
in creating their own future.”

Well, this is a similar act of faith. And I
hope that it will not only allow people to see
these remarkable 8 years but will help to em-
power people and give them the confidence to
believe that they can build America’s greatest
days in the new century.

So again, I want to thank you all. And espe-
cially, I want to thank those who have helped
me to develop these plans. And I want to thank
Terry and all the others here who have agreed
to help me figure out how to build it, which
is now the next big challenge. But I'm looking
forward to it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to J.L. (Skip) Rutherford,
president, and Terence McAuliffe, fundraiser,
William Jefferson Clinton Foundation; former
White House Chief of Staff Thomas F. (Mack)
McLarty; Joe Ford, chairman and chief executive
officer, ALLTEL Corp.; and James S. Polshek,
lead architect, and Ralph Applebaum, interpretive
designer, William Jefferson Clinton Presidential
Library.
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Florida Supreme Court Decision

Q. Mr. President, can you comment on the
Florida Supreme Court decision?

The President. Well, it appears to me that
they basically said we ought to get an accurate
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count, and we have time to get one. I think
that'’s what all the American people want, and
I think that the more people feel there was
an accurate count, the more legitimacy will be
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conferred on whoever the eventual winner is.
So I think this is a positive development.

Q. Do you think it gives Gore the advantage
for the first time?

The President. Well, I think—I honestly don’t
know. I don’t know the answer to that. I think
it shows that what the Supreme Court, in their
first decision, is what they meant. People voted
and their vote—and it can be determined for
whom they voted; their votes ought to be count-
ed so that the count will be accurate. And I
think that’s a positive thing.

But it’s not clear to me—I've got to go back;
I've got to look at the decision. I don’t know:
are they going to go back through Palm Beach
again, because there are still a lot of undervotes
there? I don’t know a lot of the questions. I
just know that the thrust was to get the most
accurate possible count, and I think that is
something the American people feel good about.
And when it’s done, I think it will help the
eventual winner, whether it’'s Governor Bush or
Vice President Gore, to settle things down and
get on with the business of America.

So I think it will be positive.

Q. Do you think all of this is going to deliver
the people a weakened Presidency?

The President. Not necessarily. I said before,
I think that we have had—we had two Presi-
dencies that went into the House of Representa-
tives: One produced John Quincy Adams, who
only served one term; one produced Thomas
Jefferson, who started a dynasty that lasted 24
years. We had two Presidencies that were de-
cided where a majority of the votes went to
one candidate and the majority of the electoral
votes went to another. One was quite controver-
sial, in 1876; the other just happened in the
course of things. So I don’t think you can draw
any conclusions. I think that the American peo-
ple will be inclined to give a spirit of good
will in supporting it and a grace period to the
incoming President. The country could hardly
be in better shape, if we have to go through
this level of uncertainty. And if the Members
of the Congress will work in good spirit, I think
we can have 4 very good years.

So I wouldn’t be very worried about it. I
think that, truthfully, if this whole process leads
people to believe that every reasonable effort
was made to get an accurate count, then I think
that will help the incoming President. Then I
think the country will rally behind the new

President, and we’ll go on with our business
the way we always do.

Russian Pardon of Edmond Pope

Q. [Inaudible]—Mr. Putin

The President. Well, I talked to him yesterday,
and he told me he was going to do it, and
we’ve had several conversations about this. I'm
very appreciative of his action. Mr. Pope is not
in good health, and we need to get him

Q. Does the U.S. have to give back anything?

The President. There was no deal. We just
had a discussion about it.

Press Secretary Jake Siewert. Thank you.

William |. Clinton Presidential Library

Q. [Inaudible]—favorite building is?

The President. [Inaudible]—coming here by
the tens of thousands all the time, and look
at all these exhibits and everything and kind
of being caught up in it—unless there was a
lot of light in the building. But I didn’t want
it to be a total energy guzzler and one that
would be an environmental nightmare. So we
really worked hard on this, and I think we've
got a good balance here. I think it'’s going to
be a very good building,

Florida Supreme Court Decision

Q. Do you think the Vice President was
thrown a lifeline yesterday?

The President. 1 think the Supreme Court de-
cision, as I understand it, just said we ought
to have an accurate count. And I think that’s
how the American people feel. And I know
that's how the people in Florida must feel. I
mean, if you went to vote, you would want your
vote counted.

So I think that’s all. T don’t know how it’s
going to come out; I don’t think anybody does.
But I think when it’s over, if we believe we've
done everything we could do to get an accurate
count, that will confer greater legitimacy on the
result, whichever one of them wins. And when
there is a final winner, then the rest of us ought
to say, “Okay, let’s give this new President a
chance to do the job.” That's what I'll do, and
I'll do whatever I can to facilitate it.

Thank you.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:50 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Republican Presi-
dential candidate Gov. George W. Bush of Texas;
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President Vladimir Putin of Russia; and American
businessman Edmond Pope, detained and con-
victed of espionage in Russia. A tape was not avail-

able for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Statement on Russian President Vladimir Putin’s Decision To Pardon

Edmond Pope
December 9, 2000

I welcome President Putin’s statement of his
intent to pardon and release Edmond Pope. It
will be a great relief to all Americans when

Mr. Pope is finally freed and reunited with his
family. We want to see him home and safe
as soon as possible.

Remarks at “Christmas in Washington”

December 10, 2000

Thank you very much. First, I would like to
thank my good friend Gerry Levin, George and
Michael Stevens. Thank you, Sarah Michelle
Gellar. I thank the Corrs for what they said
about the work we've tried to do for peace
in Ireland.

Thank you, Billy Gilman. I think you've got
a future. [Laughter] Thank you, Brian
McKnight, Jessica Simpson, Marc Anthony, and
my old friend Chuck Berry.

Our family looks forward to this “Christmas
in Washington” every year. But tonight, as many
have noted, it’s more special than ever to us,
because it’s our last one here. It also is the
first Christmas of the new millennium.

Tonight I am grateful that we can celebrate
in an America blessed with unprecedented
peace and prosperity, a nation that, as we see
when we look at all of these young people who
sang for us tonight, is growing increasingly more
diverse, and yet, at least if the young are our
guide, increasingly more united as one commu-
nity.

So this is a time for us to be grateful for
our good fortune and to rededicate ourselves
to the lessons of love and reconciliation taught
by a child born in Bethlehem 2,000 years ago.
As people all around the world gather this sea-
son to decorate trees and to light menorahs,
we should remember the true meaning of the
holidays, the spirit of giving. A gift was given
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to us, and we should in turn give—to bring
a little light into every child’s life, to give a
little love and laughter and hope to those who
don’t have it.

That’s really what Christmas is all about and
what this celebration, and the work of the Chil-
dren’s National Medical Center, has been about.
They've been at it for 130 years. In healing
children, they remind us that every one of our
children is a miracle.

As we rejoice in their lives, let’s also take
time tonight, when we look at the Navy Glee
Club, to remember our men and women in uni-
form and all those around the world working
for peace who will not be home this Christmas.

Finally, let me just thank all of you and the
American people for giving Hillary, Chelsea, and
me this incredible opportunity to share this joy-
ous season and seven previous ones with you
in the White House.

Thank you. God bless you. Merry Christmas.

NotE: The President spoke at 7:27 p.m. at the
National Building Museum. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gerald M. Levin, chairman and chief
executive officer, Time Warner, Inc.; George Ste-
vens, Jr., executive producer, and Michael Ste-
vens, producer, “Christmas in Washington;” ac-
tress Sarah Michelle Gellar, master of ceremonies;
and musicians the Corrs, Billy Gilman, Brian
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